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 My client for this project is Dr. Susan McCarter, Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work, 

University of North Carolina – Charlotte.  She is planning a research project concerning Latinos and the 

juvenile justice system.   She emailed me the following information: 

search terms = hispanic, latino, Spanish-speaking; AND delinquency, juvenile crime, youthful offenders - 

you might play around with truncating these. 

databases = social work; social services databases; education, psychology, etc. 

I prefer APA. 

 

i want to know more about Latinos and the juvenile justice system - how are researchers capturing the 

demographics?  which race categories are used?  census?  open-ended or closed-ended?  prevalence 

rates/trends of Latinos in juvenile corrections? 

 My objectives for this project were to use this as an opportunity to learn more about the various 

databases in the field of sociology/social work and get some more practice using Dialog.   With that in 

mind, I used a variety of databases:  Social Work Abstracts, SocSci First Search in Dialog, SocINDEX with 

Full Text (SIFT), National Criminal Justice Reference Service (NCJRS), PsychINFO, Web of Knowledge/Web 

of Science,  and Social Services Abstracts.  My project diary follows. 

 My final bibliography contains 26 resources. I was looking for resources, not necessarily journal 

articles.  As you can read in my summary letter to Dr. McCarter, I hoped to find the best research 

materials to help her with her project. 

 The three parts of this project follow:   (1) summary memo to client: Dr. McCarter, (2) the 

product: a bibliography with abstracts and (3) my search diary. 
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Memorandum 

 

 

Date: April 20, 2009 

 

To:  Dr. Susan McCarter          

     

Assistant Professor, Department of Social Work 

University of North Carolina – Charlotte 

 

From:  Betty Thomas 

MLIS Student, UNC-Greensboro 

 

RE:  Research Project Resources  

 

Attached is the bibliography I have prepared for your research project concerning 

Hispanics/Latinos and the juvenile justice system.  After researching several databases, these are 

the articles/books/reports that seem to be most on target.  I looked for materials that focused on 

the juvenile justice system and Hispanics or Latinos and appeared to be either a research study or 

based on data or statistics.  Therefore, the bibliographies of these materials may supply 

additional good information.  I did not choose references that dealt with mental health issues, 

delinquency, substance abuse, prevention, family or community factors, or those dealing with 

other minority groups other than Hispanics or Latinos.    

Three books are also listed in the bibliography:  Our Children, Their Children: Confronting 

Racial and Ethnic Differences in American Juvenile Justice by Darnell F. Hawkins & Kimberly 

Kempf-Leonard (HV914.097 2005), Multicultural Perspectives in Criminal Justice and 

Criminology by James E. Hendricks & Bryan Byers (HV9950.M85 1994 and 2000) and 

Underground Codes: Race, Crime, and Related Fires by Katheryn Russell-Brown 

(HV9950.R873 2004).  All three books are available in Atkins Library. 

One of the best sources of information was the National Criminal Justice Reference Service 

(NCJRS), Administered by the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.  While 

not the most user friendly website, there are a number of reports cited in the bibliography that 

will be useful for your research.  Also, they offer a photocopy service for their publications and 

reports.  Atkins Library subscribes to the National Criminal Justice Reference Service database. 

Please look these over and let me know what you think.  If you‟d like additional information, just 

let me know. Hope this helps you. 
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Annotated Bibliography 

For Dr. Susan McCarter  

Bishop, D. M. (2005). The role of race and ethnicity in juvenile justice processing. In D. F. Hawkins & 

K. Kempf-Leonard (Eds.), Our children, their children: Confronting racial and ethnic differences in 

American juvenile justice. (pp. 23-82). Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press.  

 Abstract:  Few features of the juvenile justice system are better documented than the long-standing 

and pronounced disparities in the processing of white and minority youths. Nationally, youths of 

color--especially African Americans and Hispanics--are arrested in numbers greatly disproportionate 

to their representation in the general population. They are overrepresented among young people held 

in secure detention, petitioned to juvenile court, and adjudicated delinquent. Among those 

adjudicated delinquent, they are more often committed to the "deep end" of the juvenile system. 

When confined, they are more often housed in large public institutions rather than privately run 

group homes or specialized treatment facilities. And, at "the end of the line," prosecutors and judges 

are more apt to relinquish jurisdiction over them, transferring them to criminal court for prosecution 

and punishment as adults. Despite decades of research, there is no clear consensus on why minority 

youths enter and penetrate the juvenile justice system at such disproportionate rates. Both public and 

academic discourse has tended to highlight two explanations. The first is that minority 

overrepresentation reflects race and ethnic differences in the incidence, seriousness, and persistence 

of delinquent involvement (the "differential offending" hypothesis). The second is that 

overrepresentation is attributable to inequities--intended or unintended--in juvenile justice practice 

(the "differential treatment" hypothesis). The purpose of this chapter is to review the research 

literature bearing on the second of these claims and, more specifically, to explore the mechanisms 

through which race and ethnicity influence juvenile justice system responses. (PsycINFO Database 

Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) (from the chapter) 

Bond-Maupin, L., & Maupin, J. R. (1998). Juvenile justice decision making in a rural Hispanic 

community. Journal of Criminal Justice, 26(5), 373-384.  

 Abstract: The processing of juveniles through the juvenile justice system of a jurisdiction 

encompassing two rural counties in New Mexico where the numerical majority of the population is 

Hispanic/Mexican American was examined. The official records of 591 juveniles referred to the 

Juvenile Probation and Parole Office were analyzed and interviews with all Juvenile Probation and 

Parole Officers (JPPOs) assigned to this jurisdiction were conducted. The results suggest that (1) 

juveniles are subject to considerable police surveillance; (2) this rural community relies extensively 

on formal social control; and (3) the diversity, rather than homogeneity, of this rural community 

affects the decision making of its juvenile justice professionals. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 

2008 APA, all rights reserved) (from the journal abstract) 

Conley, D. J. (1994). Adding color to a black and white picture: Using qualitative data to explain racial 

disproportionality in the juvenile justice system. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 

31(2), 135-148.  
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 Abstract: Highlights observational and interview data concerning police encounters with youths of 

color and demonstrates how qualitative data can be used to increase our understanding of the 

disproportionality dilemma. Data reported in the article are drawn from a larger study on racial and 

ethnic disproportionality in the juvenile justice system in a western state, that combined both 

qualitative and quantitative techniques. Results reveal that statewide, African-American youths were 

severely overrepresented at every stage of the juvenile justice process. Statistically, Hispanic and 

Native-American youths did not fare as badly, and Asian Pacific Islander youths were actually 

underrepresented at certain stages of the process. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all 

rights reserved) 

Corley, C. J., & Smitherman, G. (1994). Juvenile justice: Multicultural issues. In J. E. Hendricks & B. 

Byers (Eds.), Multicultural perspectives in criminal justice and criminology. (pp. 259-290). 

Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas, Publisher.  

 Abstract:[addresses] 3 broad areas of interest . . . regarding multicultural issues and juvenile justice / 

these areas include: assessments of racial/ethnic disparity in processing and sanction; cross-cultural 

examination of rates of offending (this includes an examination of the processing and sanctioning 

patterns of Anglos, African-Americans, Hispanics, Asians, and Native Americans): and multicultural 

sensitive system response/treatment alternatives that could empower the juvenile justice system to 

better meet the needs of youths of color (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights 

reserved) (from the chapter) 

Cose, E. (Sept 2005). Race and redemption: Reform is coming to juvenile justice. But except in 

pioneering communities, it still comes too slowly for black and Latino youths. The American 

Prospect, 16(9), A19.  

 Abstract not available. Have copy of full text article. 

Dannefor, D., & Schutt, R. K. (1995). Race and juvenile justice processing in court and police agencies 

(From Criminal Justice and Latino Communities, p 221-240, 1995, Antoinette S. Lopez No. NCJ - 

168548). New York, NY: Garland Publishing, Inc.  

Abstract: The research used data from randomly selected juvenile delinquency cases from the first 8 

months of 1973 and 1975 in county courts and each of six municipalities. The data covered 1,271 

police juvenile bureau cases and 1,553 juvenile court cases. Log-linear analysis was used to allow 

simultaneous control for the influence of prior record, type of allegation, family type, sex, race, and 

county. Findings supported the hypothesis that racial bias was more apparent in police dispositions 

than in judicial decisions. Police bias was especially pronounced in the more urban of the two social 

settings studied, where minorities amounted to a relatively high proportion of the population. 

However, in the same setting, court decisions may compensate somewhat for this bias. Results also 

revealed that Hispanic juveniles received more severe court dispositions than black juveniles. 

Findings indicated the importance of attention to social environment and the need for future research 



Betty Thomas 
 

that compares the characteristics of social environments and their impact on bias in the juvenile 

justice system. Tables, footnotes, and 38 references (Author abstract modified) 

Department of the Youth Authority (1997). Comparison of the Youth Authority’s Institution & Parole 

Populations (Accession Number SE008423). Sacramento, CA: Department of Youth Authority, 

State of California.  

       No abstract available. 

Hendricks, J. E., & Byers, B. (1994). In Hendricks J. E. and Byers B. (Eds.), Multicultural perspectives 

in criminal justice and criminology. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas, Publisher.  

Abstract:  This book should appeal to those teaching undergraduate or graduate courses in criminal 

justice or criminology. It should also be of particular interest to criminal justice personnel, 

criminologists, and students of criminal justice/criminology with an interest in diversity issues. It 

may also be of interest to those instructors teaching in African-American Studies, Ethnic Studies, or 

Women's Studies programs at various schools or within related courses in multiculturalism. 

(PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) (from the introduction) 

Hsia, H. M., Bridges, G. S., & McHale, R. (September 2004). Disproportionate minority confinement: 

Year 2002 update (Update No. NCJ 201240). Office of Justice Programs, 810 Seventh Street NW, 

Washington, DC 20531: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention.  

 Abstract:  Describes developments in addressing disproportionate minority confinement (DMC) at 

the national, state, and local levels. This OJJDP Summary begins with a brief review of the most 

recent data, followed by an outline of national efforts by OJJDP and others during the past 5 years to 

address the challenge of DMC. It then presents an update of state activities, including a status report 

on state compliance with the DMC core requirement, highlights form state DMC assessment 

research and intervention initiatives, and an outline of remaining challenges. The Summary 

concludes with a look at the implications of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act‟s 

broadening of DMC to encompass disproportionate minority contact. 

Johnson, K. (2006). Education on lockdown: Curriculum tracking, zero tolerance policies and 

delinquency among African American and Latino youth  

 Abstract: There has been a great deal of attention concerning the disproportionate involvement of 

racial/ethnic minority youth within the criminal justice system. This study examines structural 

mechanisms within schools that contribute to the generation of an underclass of children who are 

more likely to engage in delinquent behavior. School practices such as the use of curriculum tracking 

and zero tolerance policies to address behavioral or academic issues operate as opportunity 

structures which privilege some students and result in disadvantaging others. These policies tend to 

create negative school experiences for African American and Latino youth which result in them 
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being pushed out of schooling and pulled into the juvenile justice system. Using data from the 

National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health), a multi-level research design is 

used to estimate the influence of school and individual level characteristics on delinquent behavior. 

..PAT.-Unpublished Manuscript [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR] 

McKean, J. (1994). Race, ethnicity, and criminal justice. In J. E. Hendricks & B. Byers (Eds.), 

Multicultural perspectives in criminal justice and criminology. (pp. 85-134). Springfield, IL: 

Charles C Thomas, Publisher.  

 Abstract: concentrate on the criminal victimization of adults, with emphasis on violent crime / 

[specifically deal] with variations in criminal victimization among cities and neighborhoods / 

[address] the broad question of whether criminal justice agencies prevent or promote criminal 

victimization by their practices and policies (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights 

reserved) 

Myers, L. B., Cintron, M., & Scarborough, K. E. (1994). Latinos: The conceptualization of race. In J. E. 

Hendricks & B. Byers (Eds.), Multicultural perspectives in criminal justice and criminology. (pp. 

155-184). Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas, Publisher.  

 Abstract: a justification will be provided for the inclusion of all groups when studying race and the 

need to account for the diversity of all races / using Latinos as an example, data and literature will be 

used to demonstrate the importance of including Latinos in the race variable / present the need to 

include the Latino perspective in future/contemporary criminal justice research (PsycINFO Database 

Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) 

Pabon, E. (2005). Creating circulos del cuidado for AOD Latino juvenile offenders. Alcoholism 

Treatment Quarterly, 23(2), 131-147.  

 Abstract: Latin youth and their families are increasingly disproportionately represented in the 

juvenile justice system. Such disparities will continue until Latino communities develop natural 

alternatives such as Circulos del Cuidado (Circles of Care) within their communities to prevent 

and/or reduce involvement with the juvenile justice system. [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR] 

Patrick, S., & Marsh, R. (2007). Beneath the surface: Juvenile adjudication disparity in a rural county. 

Journal of Ethnicity in Criminal Justice, 5(1), 27-42.  

 Abstract: A rural county with a high Hispanic population showed small disproportionate minority 

contact (citation or arrest) in initial analysis of federally required Disproportionate Minority 

Confinement (DMC) studies, but closer examination of a random sample of all juveniles arrested in 

2000 showed that a subtle, but significant disparity still existed when a more detailed examination 

was conducted. While overt discrimination did not appear to be extreme, stereotypes still negatively 

influenced Hispanic/Law Enforcement relations at various levels, and Hispanics were still over-

represented in contacts and confinement. Three areas were examined to explain/inform these 
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lingering disparity issues: Cultural, Economic and Structural factors. [ABSTRACT FROM 

AUTHOR] 

Pena, E. (1981). Economically disadvantaged (Hispanic) youth in the juvenile justice system (From 

Report from the National Hispanic Conference on law Enforcement and Criminal Justice, p 475-

512, 1981 No. NCJ 078073)  

Abstract: Although accurate statistics on the characteristics of youth processed by the juvenile 

justice system are not available, new evidence extracted from court records indicates that the 

juvenile justice system is prejudicial against minorities. Court involvement is preceded by the arrests 

and detention of disproportionate numbers of minority youth. Most juvenile court personnel lack 

knowledge and sensitivity regarding the nature and impact of the lifestyles of disadvantaged youth 

and their families. Court personnel tend to be judgmentally harsh and punitive toward those who 

have deviated from their own middle class values. In addition, dispositions are limited not only by 

judicial frames of reference but also by the limited battery of disposition options. Moreover, 

disadvantaged youth, while having court-appointed legal representation, appear to lack committed 

and competent legal representation. Incentives for the court to provide such representation are few. 

The limited data available also suggest the discriminatory use of transfers to adult criminal court. 

The first step toward reform of the juvenile justice system must be a refinement of information 

systems, so that accurate data can form the basis for a definitive analysis of how the system currently 

makes decisions respecting disadvantaged youth. Specific recommendations for reform in the areas 

discussed are listed, and guidelines are appended for law enforcement agencies' handling of all 

juvenile offenders under Title III, Family Code. 

Pope, C. E., Lovell, R., & Hsia, H. M.  (2002). Disproportionate minority confinement:  A review of the 

research literature from 1989 through 2001 (Literature reviews No. NCJ Number 198428).  

Juvenile Justice Clearinghouse/NCJRS Rockville, MD 20849 NCJRS photocopy Services Rockville, 

MD 20849-6000, US Dept. of Justice, Washington, DC 20531.  

Abstract: Similar to an earlier research summary (Pope and Feyerherm, 1990), the current review 

focuses on empirical research studies of the official processing of minority youth, defined by the 

U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention as African-Americans, American 

Indians, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics. The studies reviewed examined an array of 

processing points and outcomes, including arrest, detention, petition, adjudication, and disposition. 

Disposition (20 studies) and petition (13 studies) were the most frequently examined processing 

points; more than half (18) of the studies examined multiple decision points in juvenile justice 

processing. The majority of the studies reviewed (25 out of 34) reported race effects in the 

processing of youth. Taken together, the research findings support the existence of disparities and 

potential biases in juvenile justice processing; however, the causes and mechanisms of these 

disparities are complex. Important contributing factors may include inherent system bias, effects of 

local policies and practices, and social conditions (inequality, family situation, or underemployment) 

that may place youth at risk. Overrepresentation may also result from the interaction of a number of 

factors. This review shows that the body of knowledge concerning DMC is growing, albeit slowly, 

and the research is increasing in complexity. It highlights the diversity present across the studies in 

terms of perspectives, approaches, designs, definitions, and measures. This bulletin concludes with 
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guidelines for further research in this area and recommendations for a national policy agenda 

regarding DMC research. 34-item bibliography 

Pope, C. E., & Feyerherm, W. (1992). Minorities and the juvenile justice system (Accession Number: 

COMP1797058712).  Washington, D.C.:   Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 

(OJJDP).  

Abstract: The project identified existing literature relating minority status to actions of the juvenile 

justice system. Each study was coded in terms of its methodological attributes and findings to 

include sample size, sampling method, location, minority group, statistical techniques, and similar 

factors. Studies finding evidence of selection bias were generally no less sophisticated 

methodologically than studies finding no such evidence. When selection bias existed, it occurred at 

various stages of juvenile processing. It was determined that racial differences may accumulate in 

some instances and become more pronounced as minority youth are processed further into the 

juvenile justice system. Secondary analysis of data obtained from the National Juvenile Court Data 

Archives for California and Florida showed differences between minority and majority youth; 

minority youth generally received more severe outcomes. Differences were more pronounced in the 

earlier stages (intake and detention) than in the later stages (adjudication and disposition). For both 

California and Florida, there were marked differences among counties with respect to the severity of 

dispositions when compared to the overall State pattern. Recommendations emphasize reducing the 

gap between minority and majority youth. Appendixes contain supplemental information on the 

research project and its recommendations. References, tables, and figures 

Pope, C. E., & Leiber, M. J. (2005). Disproportionate minority Confinement/Contact (DMC): The 

federal initiative. In D. F. Hawkins & K. Kempf-Leonard (Eds.), Our children, their children: 

Confronting racial and ethnic differences in American juvenile justice. (pp. 351-389). Chicago, IL: 

University of Chicago Press.  

 Abstract: Concerns about the impact of race on juvenile justice decision making have long been 

noted, and much research has been devoted to this issue. It is only within the past decade or so, 

however, that national attention has been directed to this area. In the 1988 amendments to the 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act of 1974 (Pub. L. 93-415, 42 U.S.C. 5061 et 

seq). Congress required that states participating in the Formula Grants Program demonstrate specific 

efforts to reduce the proportion of juveniles detained or confined in secure detention facilities, secure 

confinement facilities, jails, and lockups who are members of minority groups if such proportion 

exceeds the proportion such groups represent in the general population. For purposes of the JJDP 

Act, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) defined minority 

populations as African-Americans, American Indians, Asians, Pacific Islanders, and Hispanics 

(OJJDP Regulations, 28 CFR Part31). The objective of this chapter is to provide a historical 

overview of the activities employed to address disproportionate minority youth confinement/contact. 

More specifically, we examine in detail the initial research assessments on the search for the causes 

of disproportionality. A general summary of state attempts to implement each phase of the DMC 

requirement is also provided. The discussion concludes with directions for future research and policy 

development. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) (from the chapter) 
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Rios, V. (2007). The racial politics of youth crime (Accession Number: 34596744). Conference paper 

presented at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association, University of 

California, Santa Barbara.  

 Abstract: This article examines the intellectual and political discourse that led to the creation of 

punitive juvenile justice policy in the 1990's. I analyze the highly racialized ideas and policies that 

culminated in a national trend to harshly punish juvenile delinquents in historically unprecedented 

ways. Through a content analysis, I demonstrate how this discourse specifically targeted Black and 

Latino youth. I argue that this discourse disseminated by intellectuals, policymakers and the media 

generated a racial anxiety and fear. In addition, this criminalization of Black and Latino youth is 

analyzed within the context of demographic and cultural transformations taking shape in the 1990's. 

..PAT.-Unpublished Manuscript [ABSTRACT FROM AUTHOR] 

Rodriguez, N. (June 2008). Multilevel analysis of juvenile court processes: The importance of 

community characteristics (Studies/research reports No. NCJ 223465). National Institute of 

Justice/NCJRS Rockville, MD 20849 US Dept of Justice Washington, DC 20531: National Institute 

of Justice/NCJRS.  

 Abstract: The findings reveal that racial and ethnic disparities continue to exist in juvenile courts. 

The disparities were found, not only in the front-end court processes, such as diversion, but they 

were also prevalent in back-end process, such as out-of-home placement. Highlights of findings 

include: (1) African-Americans, Hispanic/Latinos, and American Indian juveniles were treated more 

severely in juvenile court outcomes than their White counterparts; (2) juveniles who were detained 

were more likely to have a petition filed, less likely to have petitions dismissed, and more likely to 

be removed from the home at disposition; (3) juveniles from disadvantaged communities were 

treated more harshly than juveniles not from disadvantaged communities; and (4) juvenile courts 

actions (i.e., informal processing, detention, and out-of-home placement) were significant predictors 

of offending post age 17. Despite various Federal and State legislation aimed at producing equitable 

treatment of juveniles within the juvenile court system, studies continue to find that race and 

ethnicity play a significant role in juvenile court outcomes. The purpose of this project, supported by 

the U.S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice was to develop a comprehensive 

multilevel analysis of juvenile court decisionmaking processes in Arizona. The goals were (1) to 

establish how race and ethnicity influenced diversion, petition, detention, adjudication, and 

disposition decisions, (2) to use multilevel data and identify the role of community characteristics in 

court outcomes, and (3) to establish how juvenile court outcomes affected juvenile offenders‟ 

recidivism rates past age 17. The project relied on data from three data sources: the Arizona Juvenile 

On-Line Tracking System (JOLTS) database, 2000 U.S. Census data, and the Arizona Department of 

Public Safety. References and tables 

Russell-Brown, K. (2004). Underground codes: Race, crime, and related fires. New York, NY: New York 

University Press.  

 Abstract: This book argues that we must continue our analysis of the connection between crime and 

race and reconsider how this relationship is fostered, explicitly and tacitly. The text's three central 
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goals are interrelated: (1) to outline the operating mechanisms of the criminal justice system that 

hamper our efforts to detect the impact of race; (2) to highlight commonly held linkages between 

race and crime that have little or no empirical foundation; and (3) to address important but rarely 

discussed issues of race and crime. Specifically, each chapter ties directly to the goal of highlighting 

areas of crime and race that are worthy of greater empirical attention or of analyzing ways in which 

crime and race are covertly linked. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) 

(from the introduction) 

Search questions and answers. (May 30, 2008). Retrieved April 17, 2009, from 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Topics/Topic.aspx?topicid=137  

Where can I find statistics on the racial and ethnic disparity in the confinement of juvenile 

offenders? 

Statistics on the racial and ethnic disparity in the confinement of juvenile offenders is available 

in the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) resource, National 

Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Databook. See the OJJDP publication Disproportionate 

Minority Confinement: Year 2002 Update, the Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) 

Program Web site and the Juvenile Justice: Gender/Race/Ethnicity section of our Web site for 

additional information. 

Urbina, M. (2007). Latinos/as in the criminal and juvenile justice systems. Critical Criminology, 15(1), 

41-99.  

Abstract: With few exceptions, prior explanations of racially disparate punishment have followed a 

dichotomous approach (i.e., African American versus Caucasian), due in part to the limitations of 

existing data. Researchers have either excluded Latino/a, defendants or treated them as a monolithic 

group. Consequently, there is not much on Latinos/as, whose experiences with the criminal and 

juvenile justice systems differ from those of African American and Caucasian. This article expands 

on current literature by providing a thorough overview of existing literature on Latino/as. It critiques 

this body of literature and lists ten common methodological flaws that may contribute to findings of 

equal treatment. Finally, it provides a concise summary of the main subgroups within the umbrella 

term „Latino/a‟ to highlight the heterogeneity within this classification. [ABSTRACT FROM 

AUTHOR] 

Woolard, J. L., Harvell, S., & Graham, S. (2008). Anticipatory injustice among adolescents: Age and 

racial/ethnic differences in perceived unfairness of the justice system. Behavioral Sciences & the 

Law, 26(2), 207-226.  

 Abstract: The present study examines age differences in anticipatory injustice, or the expectation of 

unfair or discriminatory treatment in the legal system. 1,393 adolescents and young adults from the 

community or from detention centers and jails were interviewed regarding demographic and justice 

system experience, intelligence, expectations about fair treatment, and legal decisions. African 

Americans and Latinos and those with more system experience expected greater injustice across 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Topics/Topic.aspx?topicid=137
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/ojstatbb/dmcdb/index.html
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/ojstatbb/dmcdb/index.html
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/201240.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/201240.pdf
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/dmc/index.html
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/dmc/index.html
http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Topics/Topic.aspx?Topicid=137
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multiple legal contexts. Anticipatory injustice increased with age among African Americans and 

those with the most system experience. It also predicted choices about police interrogation, attorney 

consultation, and plea agreements. Anticipations of injustice during adolescence may affect future 

interactions with court officials as well as more general constructs of legal socialization. (PsycINFO 

Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights reserved) (from the journal abstract) 

Wordes, M., Bynum, T. S., & Corley, C. J. (1994). Locking up youth: The impact of race on detention 

decisions. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 31(2), 149-165.  

 Abstract: Using data on felony offenses in 5 counties, the authors examined detention at 3 stages in 

the juvenile justice process: police detention, court intake detention, and preliminary hearing 

detention. Data were collected from case files in police agencies (691 cases) and juvenile courts 

(1,206 cases) to reflect actual offense behavior and the youths' family and social situations. Bivariate 

and logistic regression techniques were used to explore the issue of racial disparity. Findings 

indicated that African-American and Latino youth were more likely to be detained at each decision 

point, even after controlling for the influence of offense seriousness and social factors. Not only 

were there direct effects of race, but indirectly SES was related to detention, thus putting youth of 

color again at risk for differential treatment. (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all rights 

reserved) 

Wynkoop, T. F., & Kiselica, M. S. (1994). Multicultural issues and perspectives. In J. E. Hendricks & B. 

Byers (Eds.), Multicultural perspectives in criminal justice and criminology. (pp. 3-39). 

Springfield, IL: Charles C Thomas, Publisher.  

 Abstract: consider broad philosophical and academic underpinnings of multiculturalism in criminal 

justice / introduce . . . the relevance of multiculturalism to criminal justice, requisite definitions, 

cross-cultural perceptions (including stereotypes and multicultural identity development), the 

philosophy of multiculturalism, models of cross-cultural service delivery, and a systematic means of 

examining behavior in the cross-cultural context (PsycINFO Database Record (c) 2008 APA, all 

rights reserved) (from the chapter) 
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Research Project Diary 
 

April 9th--- 
Database:  Social Work Abstracts 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Search:  Hispanic or Latino or Spanish-Speak* 
 And deliquen* or “juvenile crime” or “youthful  offenders”  -----15 hits     
  ----articles were mostly about environments juvenile offenders come from 
 Narrowed by “juvenile delinquency”   ----7 
  -role of child welfare service and juvenile something 
  - disruptive behaviors and delinquency 
  -substance abusing Latinos juvenile delinquents and treatment outcomes 
 Added And “justice system” –smart text searching feature  ----69,218 
  ---Articles not about Latinos 
 Found terms juvenile-justice and research 

Search:  “juvenile justice”  
 And delinquen* or “juvenile crime*” or “youthful offenders” 
 And hispani or latino or Spanish-speak* ---------0 hits, used smart text searching option  ---12 hits 
  
 DE “juvenile deliguents” and latino   ----1 hit risky drug abuse behaviors of Latinos 
 
 Courts and latino  ---3 hits but not the right stuff 
 
 “juvenile justice” and (latino* or Hispanic*)    ----3  
  ---Providing culturally competent juvenile justice services to the Latino community 
   Professional Development  Vol 1 (1) 1998 p. 38-46  --couldn’t find journal or article 
        Limit to juvenile-justice system ----29 hits  but nothing with Latino or Hispanic 
Realized that Social Work Abstracts is focused more on preventative measures to deter juveniles or take 
care of them after court system.  Not really on topic.  Time to try something different. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

April 13th-- 
Database:  SOCSCI  First Search  on Dialog 
(I think I must have had a mental blip…not remembering to speak ―Dialog‖—however 

results were pretty good despite. Copied search to another word document in case Dr. 

McCarter wants a different direction in search later…so I don’t have to run it again. I’ve 

shortened some of the entries here to shorten this diary.  Highlighting is mine.)   
 
Search:  “juvenile justice system” and (latino* or Hispanic* or “Spanish speak*”) 

? b socsci 

? s "juvenile justice system" 

      S1    2002  "JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM" 

 

? s latino or hispanic 

           40492  LATINO 

          101393  HISPANIC 

      S2  126428  LATINO OR HISPANIC 
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? s s1 and s2 

            2002  S1 

          126428  S2 

S3      29  S1 AND S2 

 

? type s3/8/1-5 

3/8/1 (Item 1 from file: 1)  

DIALOG(R)File 1: ERIC 

(c) format only 2009 Dialog. All rights reserved. 

 

0006078503 ERIC Number: ED258080  

Youth and the Justice System: Can We Intervene Earlier? Hearing before the Select Committee on 

Children, Youth, and Families. House of Respresentatives, Ninety-Eighth Congress, Second 

Session. (New Orleans, Louisiana).  
May 18, 1984 (19840518)  

Descriptors: Adolescents; *Delinquency; Delinquency Causes; *Delinquent Rehabilitation; Family 

Problems; Hearings; Identification; *Juvenile Courts; Parent Education; *Youth Problems  

Identifiers: Congress 98th; *Juvenile Justice System  

Dialog Update Date: 20081007; 10:36:50 EST  

 

3/8/2 (Item 2 from file: 1)  

DIALOG(R)File 1: ERIC 

(c) format only 2009 Dialog. All rights reserved. 

 

0005588656 ERIC Number: ED217116  

Confronting Racial Isolation in Miami.  
June 1982 (19820600)  

Descriptors: Bilingual Education; Black Community; *Blacks; *Community Characteristics; Community 

Programs; Delinquency; *Equal Education; *Equal Opportunities (Jobs); Ethnic Discrimination; Federal 

Programs; Hispanic Americans; Housing Needs; Public Policy; *Racial Discrimination; School 

Desegregation; Unemployment; Urban Demography; *Urban Problems; Vocational Education  

Identifiers: Dade County Public Schools FL; *Florida (Miami); Juvenile Justice System  

Dialog Update Date: 20081007; 09:15:49 EST  

 

3/8/3 (Item 1 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0006100771   2006-99015-116  

Extent of victimization and selected psychological, behavioral, and substance use characteristics of 

Latino adolescents involved in the juvenile justice system  
 

2006  

 

Descriptors: *Drug Abuse; *Hispanics; *Juvenile Delinquency; *Juvenile Justice; *Victimization ; 

Psychosocial Factors  
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Identifiers: juvenile justice system; Latino adolescents; victimization; psychosocial characteristics; 

substance use  

Subject Codes & Headings: 2100 (General Psychology)  

 

3/8/4 (Item 2 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0006038412   2006-07453-011  

Brief report: An examination of the relationships between parental monitoring, self-esteem and 

delinquency among Mexican American male adolescents  
 

3/8/5 (Item 3 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0006025650   2006-05081-007  

"Wanting to be a good father": Experiences of adolescent fathers of Mexican descent in a teen 

fathers program  
 

? type s3/8/6-20 

3/8/6 (Item 4 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0005571610   2005-13812-012  

Mental Health Issues among Minority Offenders in the Juvenile Justice System  
 

Series Title: The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur foundation series on mental health and 

development. Research network on adolescent development and juvenile justice.  

2005  

 

Descriptors: *Juvenile Delinquency; *Juvenile Justice; *Mental Disorders; *Mental Health ; *Mentally 

Ill Offenders ; Criminal Rehabilitation; Diagnosis; Health Care Delivery; Measurement; Mental Health 

Services; Minority Groups; Racial and Ethnic Differences  

Identifiers: minority confinement; mental health problems; juvenile justice system; rehabilitative needs; 

ethnicity; mental disorders; measurement; mental health service delivery  

Subject Codes & Headings: 4230 (Criminal Law & Adjudication); 3210 (Psychological Disorders)  

 

3/8/7 (Item 5 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0005571600   2005-13812-002  

The Role of Race and Ethnicity in Juvenile Justice Processing  
 

Series Title: The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur foundation series on mental health and 

development. Research network on adolescent development and juvenile justice.  
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2005  

 

Descriptors: *Adjudication; *Juvenile Delinquency; *Juvenile Justice; *Race and Ethnic Discrimination; 

*Racial and Ethnic Differences ; Minority Groups  

Identifiers: juvenile justice system; race; ethnicity; differential treatment hypothesis ; differential 

offending hypothesis; minority youths; minority overrepresentation  

Subject Codes & Headings: 4230 (Criminal Law & Adjudication)  

****Notes:  This looked like it was right on target.  Did type S3/9/7 command and got the abstract 

for this book chapter with 222 citations! Printed out for client.  Searched Atkins library catalog and 

found the book is available!! Tagged article and imported it to RefWorks. 
 

3/8/8 (Item 6 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

(c) 2009 Amer. Psychological Assn. All rights reserved. 

 

0005039920   2004-16692-002  

Racial Differences in the Mental Health Needs and Service Utilization of Youth in the Juvenile 

Justice System  
 

2004  

 

Descriptors: *Health Care Utilization; *Health Service Needs; *Juvenile Justice; *Mental Health 

Services; *Racial and Ethnic Differences  

Identifiers: racial differences; mental health needs; juvenile justice system; mental health service 

utilization  

Instrumentation: Childhood Severity of Psychiatric Illness; Child and Adolescent Functional 

Assessment Scale; Child Behavior Checklist  

Subject Codes & Headings: 3386 (Criminal Rehabilitation & Penology)  

 

3/8/9 (Item 7 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

Experiences of Detained Young Offenders in Need of Mental Health Care  
 

3/8/10 (Item 8 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

Adjudicated Mexican American adolescents: The effects of familial emotional support on self-

esteem, emotional well-being, and delinquency  
 

Descriptors: *Juvenile Delinquency; *Mexican Americans; *Self Esteem; *Social Support; *Well Being 

; Family Relations  

Identifiers: familial emotional support; emotional well-being; Mexican American adolescents; juvenile 

justice system; delinquency; self-esteem  

Instrumentation: Rosenberg Self Esteem Scale  

 

3/8/11 (Item 9 from file: 11)  

DIALOG(R)File 11: PsycINFO(R) 

The Effect of Ethnicity on Juvenile Court Decision Making in Hawaii  
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Descriptors: *Adjudication; *Family Socioeconomic Level; *Juvenile Delinquency; *Legal Processes; 

*Racial and Ethnic Differences ; Decision Making  

Identifiers: ethnicity effects; ethnic disparity; outcome disparity; juvenile court processing; juvenile 

justice system; family courts; ethnic groups; Asian youth  

Subject Codes & Headings: 4230 (Criminal Law & Adjudication)  

****This looks like another really good article.  However, after reading the abstract, I found it’s 

only about African Americans, Native Americans and Asian Americans, not Hispanic/Latino.  

Didn’t include it in bibliography. 

 

3/8/12 (Item 10 from file: 11)  

Innovative Approaches to Identifying and Responding to the Needs of High Risk Youth  
 

3/8/13 (Item 11 from file: 11)  

Incarcerated and court-involved adolescents: Counseling an at-risk population  
 

3/8/14 (Item 12 from file: 11)  

A collaborative psychoeducational group work training program for residential workers in the 

juvenile justice system  
 

3/8/15 (Item 13 from file: 11)  

Lesbian and bisexual girls in the juvenile justice system  
 

3/8/16 (Item 14 from file: 11)  

Massachusetts Youth Screening Instrument for mental health needs of juvenile justice youths  
 

3/8/17 (Item 15 from file: 11)  

Balanced Approach and Restorative Justice efforts in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania  
 

3/8/18 (Item 1 from file: 21)  

DIALOG(R)File 21: NCJRS 

(c) format only 2009 Dialog . All rights reserved. 

 

00245958  

Title: OJJDP News @ a Glance, September/October 2008  
  2008  

Descriptors: Juvenile justice system; Indian justice; Driving under the influence; Child abuse; 

Information systems; Funding sources; Office of Juv Just and Delinq Prev (OJJDP); Hispano Americans; 

Funding guidelines; Alcoholic beverage consumption; Child sexual abuse; Juvenile alcohol abuse; 

Juvenile justice research; Mentoring programs  

Descriptor Codes: 04460; 00492; 03637; 03791; 04328; 04682; 04780; 04889; 05203; 05417; 08339 ; 

09419; 09491; 10371  

 

3/8/19 (Item 2 from file: 21)  

DIALOG(R)File 21: NCJRS 

Title: Education on Lockdown: The Schoolhouse to Jailhouse Track  
 

3/8/20 (Item 3 from file: 21)  
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DIALOG(R)File 21: NCJRS 

Title: Statewide Disproportionate Minority Plan: Children, Youth & Families Department, New 

Mexico  
  2002  

Descriptors: Juvenile justice system; Equal protection of the laws; State juvenile justice systems; 

Minority overrepresentation; New Mexico  

Descriptor Codes: 04460; 04322; 09471; 11279; 35000  

April 14th
 --- 

SocINDEX with Full Text (SIFT) 

Search:  “juvenile justice system” 

   And (latino or Hispanic)    -----  64 hits  good finds. 

 

 Limit by “statistics”   ------7 hits   excellent.   Most of these added to RefWorks. 

   ----Comparison of the youth authority‟s institution & parole populations 

   (saved to RefWorks although couldn‟t get article/report) 

  ----Juvenile offenders & victions:  1996 update on violence 

Found through this reference that there‟s a series of reports entitled “Juvenile Offenders and 

Victims” put out by the National Criminal Justice Reference Service 

http://www.ncjrs.gov/app/Search/Abstracts.aspx?id=159107  (Office of Justice Programs, U.S. 

Dept of Justice)---might be good source of information. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NCJRS (National Criminal Justice Reference Service) Abstracts Database 

 

Search:  within the topic of:   Juvenile Justice,  

Subtopic:  gender/race/ethnicity ---- 2 references of reports w/ PDF copies 

             Added reference information to RefWorks 

 

Saw the following piece… Copied and printed out document for client. Yea!  

 
Where can I find statistics on the racial and ethnic disparity in the confinement of juvenile 
offenders? 
Statistics on the racial and ethnic disparity in the confinement of juvenile offenders is available 
in the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) resource, National 
Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) Databook. See the OJJDP publication Disproportionate 
Minority Confinement: Year 2002 Update, the Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC) 
Program Web site and the Juvenile Justice: Gender/Race/Ethnicity section of our Web site for 
additional information. 

 

There was also a link to the Center for Juvenile and Criminal Justice but when I did a 

search for juvenile justice and Hispanic or Latino, I just got a blog. Without the 

credentials of the blogger, I decided it wasn‟t useful.  Did notice the term again of 

“Disproportional Minority Confinement” (DMC). 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/ojstatbb/dmcdb/index.html
http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/ojstatbb/dmcdb/index.html
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/201240.pdf
http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/ojjdp/201240.pdf
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/dmc/index.html
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.gov/dmc/index.html
http://www.ncjrs.gov/App/Topics/Topic.aspx?Topicid=137
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Back to SocINDEX  Full Text (of which none of the articles I wanted were in full text ) 

------Looked at one reference about Multicultural Perspectives in Criminal Justice and 

Criminology.  Looked further and realized it was citing some chapters from a book. 

Checked and found that the book is available at the UNCC library so put it in RefWorks. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Where to go to next?  PsychINFO look at Dialog terms to search 

   Go back and look further in SocIndex 64 hits 

April 16th--- 
From class last night, I learned more about SocINDEX so plan to do better search of that 

database.  Also, learned about citation searching so want to try it with Dialog/PsychINFO articles 

that looked really good. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Looked at PsychINFO bluesheet on Dialog to figure out better search. Did the following 

search of PsychINFO.   

B 11 

? s sh=4230      (SH= Subject Codes and headings) 

      S1    8444  SH=4230  (CRIMINAL LAW & ADJUDICATION) 

 

? s juvenile(w)justice 

      S3    5802  JUVENILE(W)JUSTICE 

 

? s hispan? or latino? 

      S6   40202  HISPAN? OR LATINO? 

 

? s (racial(w4)ethnic(w)differences)/de 

      S9   20673  (RACIAL(W4)ETHNIC(W)DIFFERENCES)/DE 

 

? s s1 and s3 

  S17     624  S1 AND S3 

 

? s s17 and s6 

      S18      47  S17 AND S6 

 

? s s18 and s9 

         S19      11  S18 AND S9 

Type S19/8/1-11 

   

April 17th--- 
Articles look really on target.  Tagged and exported to RefWorks from Dialog.  

However, when I looked at APA bibliography,it wasn’t usable. Client wouldn’t 

be able to find references.  Today I searched for the 11 titles and exported 

from PsychInfo (EBSCO) into RefWorks.  
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Citation Search for…  The Role of Race and Ethnicity in Juvenile Justice Processing 

in Our Children, Their Children: Confronting Racial and Ethnic Differences in 
American Juvenile Justice by DM Bishop.  

Went to ISI Web of Knowledge 

 Web of Science 
  Cited Reference Search.. found article that had cited this article 

Found…  
Title: Differentiating among racial/ethnic groups and its implications for understanding 

juvenile justice decision making  

Author(s): Leiber MJ, Johnson J, Fox K, et al. 

Source: JOURNAL OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE   Volume: 35   Issue: 5   Pages: 471-484 

  Published: SEP-OCT 2007  

Times Cited: 1  

Tried to export to RefWorks – no go.  Manually added it to RefWorks folder. 

Looked at other possible sources through citation searching. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Next:  Look again where left off in citation search…(particularly that one article copied) 

Also go back and finish search in SocINDEX.   

April 18
th

  

Checked Atkins (UNCC) library catalog and found out that the three books cited in PsychINFO 

are available! Noted call numbers to put in memo to Dr. McCarter.  

 

SocINDEX with Full Text  - used the Sociology Thesaurus at the top of the screen 

 Looked up “juvenile justice” and found “juvenile justice, administration of”  

  Narrow term – “Discrimination juvenile justice administration” 

 Looked up “Hispanic” and “Latino” and found both use the term “Hispanic American” 

Also found descriptors: “Hispanic American teenagers,” “Hispanic American 

young adults” and “Hispanic American youth” 

http://libproxy.uncg.edu:4545/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=CitedRefIndex&qid=3&SID=2BPIbeNL4HbkaF2CjAn&page=1&doc=1
http://libproxy.uncg.edu:4545/full_record.do?product=WOS&search_mode=CitedRefIndex&qid=3&SID=2BPIbeNL4HbkaF2CjAn&page=1&doc=1
http://libproxy.uncg.edu:4545/CitingArticles.do?product=WOS&SID=2BPIbeNL4HbkaF2CjAn&search_mode=CitingArticles&parentQid=3&recid=158754752&parentDoc=1&db_id=WOS


Betty Thomas 
 

Searched:  ((DE "DISCRIMINATION in juvenile justice administration")  or  (DE 

"JUVENILE justice, Administration of"))  and  (DE "HISPANIC American*")  --- 5 hits  

Looked at Subject terms and all fit well to topic  

Exported them to RefWorks. 

 

Put PsychINFO and SocINDEX articles in with other articles in Database Research Project – 

McCarter folder in RefWorks.  Total articles in folder: 24 

 

Searched 2nd
 SocSci Search on Dialog again to see what other databases might have 

relevant information. 

 B SociSci 

 S  Juvenile(w)justice?   - 24692 hits 

s latino? or hispanic? – 151236 hits 

S s1 and s2  - 1432 

S research – 3742798 

S s3 and s4 – 1176 

S Juvenile(w)justice?/ti -5864 

s s6 and (latino? or hispanic?)/ti -16 

Copied search to word document. 

Too late tonight….look at tomorrow 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next: pull out bibliography from RefWorks and add abstracts.  
See about getting example of charts in article from SocINDEX. 

Check out Social Services Abstracts database. 

April 19th---- 
Looked at Dialog search.  Really good articles. Should have used RD command 

because one article was cited by 6 different databases. Best articles from NCJRS 
database.  Checked to see if any duplicates from previous search on that database.  
NCJRS database is not very user friendly.  Really have to search for article and then 

have to manually add info to RefWorks. 
 

Gale Group Business ARTS database has a good research article:   
 
Race and redemption: reform is coming to juvenile justice. But except in pioneering 

communities, it still comes too slowly for black and Latino youths.(SPECIAL REPORT: 

JUVENILE JUSTICE), 2005. 
           Went back to Dialog and did quick search for full text of article (no abstract available). 

 B 88 
 S AA=135763304 
 Type s1/9/1 

This database doesn’t have a format for tagging articles. Manually added it to RefWorks. Printed out 
full text for client. 

 

Social Services Abstracts (CSA) –looked at ―search tools‖ and ―thesaurus‖ and 
found the search terms: ―juvenile justice*‖ and ―Hispanic American*‖  -- 9 hits 

These weren’t quite on topic. They dealt more with gangs, risk factors and 
prevention programs. 
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Put references into APA format in a Word document. Went through and added 
abstracts.  Although abstract information is in each citation record, I couldn’t find a 

way for RefWorks to just add them when printing out the bibliography. 

Next to do: go back over bibliography and correct RefWorks bibliographical errors. 
Write up summary for Dr. McCarter. 

April 20th---- 
Corrected RefWorks bibliography errors in almost every citation.  Errors included the 

following… 

 Not capitalizing American, Hispanic or Latino 

 Duplicating the authors’ names  

 Putting publication location as Chicago, IL England: 

 Using journal format instead of report format 

 Leaving out information  

Wrote memorandum to Susan McCarter. 

Sent her memo and bibliography. 

 
FINISHED!! 
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