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Case Study:  And Tango Makes Three 

 

Note:  This case study is based on a true story.  However, some of the facts 

and names have been changed to make this a more interesting case to study. 
 

The Case 

 

Principal Booker walked into her office.  There it was.  Front and center on her desk.  She 

had been apprehensive about the situation since she’d heard the little piece about it in the 

news.  What she saw was the front page of the Charlotte News and Observer and the 

memorandum from the Superintendent of Schools.  It involved a book. 

 

The book is And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell, illustrated 

by Henry Cole.    It’s the real life story of two male Chinstrap Penguins named Roy and 

Silo in New York’s Central Park Zoo, who for a time formed a couple.  The book follows 

part of the time of these penguins’ lives.  The zookeeper noticed that these two penguins 

were trying to hatch a rock so he gave them an egg from another couple, who had not 

been able to hatch more than one egg at a time.  Roy and Silo hatched and raised a 

healthy, female chick named Tango.  The author’s message is to show that non-

traditional families are normal and natural.  

 

The memo on Principal Booker’s desk was a directive to her to immediately pull 

Southside Elementary School’s copy and send it to the Superintendent’s office.  There 

was not a lot of explanation for the decision.  Apparently, only four schools out of the 90 

elementary schools in the system have a copy.   

 

From the evening news, she had learned that the Superintendent was pulling the book 

after a tirade made by a conservative County Commissioner.  The Commissioner felt the 

book promoted homosexual lifestyles and was totally inappropriate for an elementary 

school.  Principal Booker also knew that he was part of the same group of people that 

determine funding of the school system’s budget.  

 

Principal Booker immediately heads for the media center.  She wants to know what you 

know about this book and how it came to be in the library.  Being on top of the situation, 

you, as Southside Elementary School’s Media Specialist, have already done your 

homework and agree to meet her after the next class leaves. 

 

You brief her on the following considerations….. 

 

 Tango was highly recommended by Dr. Sandra Andrews, an expert on the latest 

in children’s literature.  The book was purchased based on her recommendation. 
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 Tango has been highlighted in InfoTech, the North Carolina Department of 

Instruction’s newsletter which reviews and recommends books for school 

libraries. 

 

 Tango was purchased with PTA funds, not funds allocated by the school system. 

 

 There are 2 families with students at Southside Elementary with same sex parents. 

 

 There are parents in the school who might challenge having the book available to 

all students, especially since the controversy has been publicized. 

 

 Conversely, other parents are incensed that the school system has “banned” the 

book, limiting free discourse on the subject.  Their letters to the editor would 

appear in the Charlotte News and Observer the next day. 

 

Now, Principal Booker wants the book and your solution.   
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Alternative Solutions 

 

The Case Study: And Tango Makes Three primarily illustrates Code II of the American 

Library Association’s Code of Ethics which concerns the principle of intellectual 

freedom and resisting censorship.  Several alternative solutions follow: 

 

 Put the book in a restricted section of the library and require parental permission 

for a student to check out Tango. 

 

 Point out that the challenge didn’t come from a parent and keep the book in 

circulation. 

 

 Re-catalog the book as non-fiction and place it with other books about penguins. 

 

 Allow a parent who opposes “banned” books check out the book for a few weeks 

until the controversy passes. 

 

 Keep the book in circulation but allow individual parents to restrict their 

child(ren) from checking it out. 

 

 My recommendation:  Pull the book and send it to the Superintendent, as 

requested.  Include a recommendation that the book be put back into circulation or 

at least reviewed per the challenged materials policy.  

 

 

Afterword…….What actually happened….. 

 

 A Month Later.  The book was returned to the library by the Superintendent with 

an apology for sidestepping the standard protocol for challenged materials. 

 

 The book was to be sent to the staff committee to review and decide whether 

Tango was appropriate for a school library.  However, the staff attorney 

interceded stating that “the book would only be reviewed if a parent asked for its 

removal.”  Since no parents have challenged the book, it has not been reviewed. 

 

 Ironically, everyone wanted to read the book and additional schools purchased 

copies.  The public library also noted that their copies had been checked out. 

 

 Tango has since received several national book awards.  Even though it was the 

most challenged book of 2006 and 2007, according the American Library 

Association, it was recognized as the ALA’s Notable Children’s Book in 2006.  It 

received the American Society for the Protection of Animals’ (ASPCA) Award. 
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…………And as for Tango…….. 

 

Silo left Roy for Scrappy, a California girl penguin. Roy remained a bachelor.  He was 

seen alone in a corner, starring at the wall.  Apparently, this is a common penguin 

practice.  Silo and Scrappy nested together but didn’t have any chicks.  Tango found a 

mate of her own, Tazuni, another female penguin.   

 

Now, you can go publish your own sequel to And Tango Makes Three.   

 

 


